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Moreover,

..the Tabernacle called an impesing building its-home. It was not the typical immigrant establishment

in one room or in the basement of another temple. Its structure was reminiscent of many a liberdl temple

in German cities. Furthermore, in.autumn 1937 Richard Cohn, who had been trained.in Germany and-. .
who was an émigré himself, became the cantor of the Tabernacle. ...Since the Tabernacle had- Gemmn

roots, the employment of a German trained cantor was only natural. The melodies which he introduced .

and rendered in his beautifil voice became one of the main features which made.the temple so popular
among Germuri Jews... Despite all the elements Which could make a German.Jew feel at home at the -

Hebrew Tabernacle, it was still an American institution. The rabbi was not-German-born; sermons. were

held in English and its affairs were managed by a Board of Trustees. For some imniigrants eager (o,
" adjust to their swrroundings, this fusion of German and American characteristics constituted the
. : 7D '
temple’s main aftraction. '

The synagogue p10v1ded soc1a1 opportumtles for its members. These mcluded guest spealkers, mcludmg
the American ambassador o Germany, as well as : :

...musical evenings. Membem of the Parents’ Association and the Men's Club performed the operetta
"Der Vogelhandler” and chambm music was presenred by Mr. dlfred Graw, Mr: Otto Seyferf and Mrs.

Fehce Gould 71

In 1973, the Tabemac]e moved one more ﬁme leéving behind its buﬂding on West 161% Street and -
purchasing the former home of the Fourth Church of Cluist, Scientist. ‘Asrecalled by Justin Winter, a vice- .
president of the congregation involved Wlth the transaction: ' :

Rabbi Lehmczn ;rv.entioned that he _had heard a rumor that the Christian Science Church might want to

sell its building on Fort Washington Avenue and 185 Street {sic]. I made contact with two people of the .

church who were extremely friendly and helpful and one Sunday morning when [ went to the building,

and saw that the service was attended by only about twenty people, I realized that the rumor of sale was |

true... At a congregational meeting, when I presented the need for the move and the possibility of
obtammg a building in a much better location, the congregation backed us up and consented o the

purcfmse

The building required alterations:

™ Ihid., 39.
" Ihid., 42.
™ Justin Winter, “The Buying of a New Building,” Jowrnal of the Hebrew Taber, nacle Focus on a Decade, 1984 (n p)-

A,T_TA — .
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A lot of work was to be done in the new building to make it ready for our purposes, not only upitairs as
a symagogue but also downstairs in the vestry. It took the cooperation of many members of our .

73 ‘
congregation {o fmah’y cregie our new Sancnmry » :

- : ..Ernest Hartog, f“nst Chairman of the House Committee. and 1ate1 Pr emdent of the congr CUEL'ElOll described
the changes: : = : C e :

-Soon we had an opportunity to view the new quarters. What a shock! It seemed that there were endless

Llittle cubbyholes for solitary meditation. A beautifl sanctuary. a multi-tiered dais with platform levels
signifying the rank of the clergy, with the pipe-organ’s keyboard console as its centerpiece. An
impressive skylight dome with the word LOVE at its-apex. 4 social hall with a microscopic stage and
arched ceiling, perfect for-a modern echo chamber. The entire structure situated on.the two main floors,”
. with an endless number of in-between floors surrounding the central core. Changes were definitely.in
order. ' ' T :

- We called on a good personal friend and first-class architect, Norbert Turkel, and asked Jor advice and -
guidance. With efficiency and expertise, on paper at least, the walls came tumbling down, the various
levels vanished and our most important building blocks grew out of the myrzad of heretofore meless
chambers. : :

A single-level Bimah [reader’s platform] was created, with the sacred arch carved out of existing walls.
The organ console was moved to a newly created organ-choir chamber. Access, by the way of a movable

. stairway, to the center of the Bimah and to the Chupah [traditional covering for a wedding] was made -

possible for the occasional wedding ceremony. The eternal light [a regular feature of synagogues,
recalling a similar light from the Temple in Jerusalem] found its way above the arch’s Decalogue
[inscription with the Ten Commandments] overhang, suspended approximately fifty feet from the .
ceiling. A Magen David [Star or Shield of David] filled the dome’s center and lighting was added in
various forms. Carpeting, drapes and sound-absorbing wall covering made the new sanctisary an
atiractive and dzgny‘“ ed place of worship.

Downstairs, an enlarged stage, a dr opped ceiling, scientifically arranged lighting and a sound
distribution system converted the vestry into a most versatile social hall.... The rest of the building gave
birth to more mundane entities: the spacious and efficiently equipped kitchen; the office; the clergy
rooms; the classroom, rfhe affiliate rooms; the custodian’s living quarters and other usefid nooks and -
crannies. : , : : ;

Now a a’ecad@ later, we have a supe ‘b House of Prayer rhat more than ever, fuff‘ s all of our neea’s
Ir allows us to pursue our r‘elwaous and social activities with purpose and di onity.”? '

T 7 - : '
Ibid, . |
™ Ernest Hartog, “Temple Conversion from Christian Science to Hebrew Tabernacle,” Focus on a Decade, op. cit .(n.p.) ' J‘
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Dedication of the Tabernacle’s new home took place on May 26, 1974. Guest speakers.included.rabbis
from other congregations, and public office holders and officials, but, reflecting the congregation’s origins, also
“Dr. Otto Nathan; personal friend of Albert Einstein and Trustee and Executor of his estate,” as well as “Bauco

T ¥anDer Wal, International Director of the. Anne Frank Center, Amsterdam.” - coe S

In the following decade the Tabernacle absorbed the memb'erships of two other Washington Heights-
synagogues, Temple Beth Amand Temple of the Covenant. Despite that influx of new members the
- membership gradually aged as younger members moved 1o the suburbs. : -

: Progmms were developed which -opened the temple to the communily at large, and at the same time
- brought cultural events to the doorsteps of the people who could no longer travel, or did not feel at ease .
to use the public transporiation.system to attend concerts and similar-activities downtown. The temple
sponsored tours to study the historic sites of the Jewish people in Israel, Spain and other Jewish sites in

Europe, as well as in the United States. There were art exhibits and biennial concerts featuring Pinchas

Zukerman, David Bar-Ilan, and Jerome Hines. In addition, film festivals took place, and the temple
invited noteworthy speakers, most recently Elie Wiesel. In commemoration of the 40th anniversary of
Kristallnachi the congregation funded the publication of Reflections on the Holocaust, containing
memoirs by congregants.

Today

Today the Hebrew Tabernacle of Washington Heights continues to function as a Reform Synagogue,
offering religious services and cultural and social programs to its members, Its building stands as arare Art -
" Deco religious structure in New York City, as well as a testament to changing religious and ethnic identity of its
Manhattan neighborhood. The original congregation occupied the building from 1932 to 1973 — 41 years -
while the successor congregation has occupied it from 1973 to date — 38 vears. That such different '
congregations as the Fourth Church of Christ, Scientist and the Hebrew Tabernacle could thrive not just in the
same neighborhood, but in the same building, reflects the strength of New York’s religious communities and -the

versatility of its religious architecture.

™ Ibid., 45.
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‘ Representative black and white photographs of the property.
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city or town

telephone
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New Yotk
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Additional Information
*Full photos will accompany finalized nomination form -

FOURTH CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
PHOTO LIST
Anthony W. Robins (AWR), Ann Friedman (AF), photos taken March 34 7011
| . * Sarah Sher (38S), photos taken June 17"', 2010

Fourth Church/Hebrew Tabernacle 551 West 185" Street, looking northwest (S8)
West 185™ Street elevation, locking north (AWR) a
West 185" Street elsvation, entrance detail (AF)

West 185™ Strest elevation, double doors (AF)

West 185" Street elevation, limestone screen above éntrance (AF)

Fort Washington Avenue elevation, looking north from West 185" Street (AF)
West clevation, looking south along service alley (AF)

North (rear) elevation, looking south from adjoining rear yard (AWR)

Entrance vestibule from West 185" Street (AF)

10. Entrance vestibule, ceiling (AF)

11. Foyer, looking at entrance doors from vestibule (AF)

12. Main sanctuary, looking towards front -(SS)

13. Main sanctuary, looking towards rear (SS)

14, Main sanctuary, looking towards eastern windows (along Fort Washmgton Avenue) {AWR)
15. Main sanctuary, pew railing detail (AF)

16. Main sanctuary, exit detail, west of the raised 1eaders platform (AT)

‘17, Main sancinary, srnamental detall (AX)

18. Basement foyer (AF)

19. Basement sccial hall (AF)

20. Basement classroom (SS)
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